LEGEND' OF THE BURMESE BUDDHA.    8/

semble a council composed of all the true disciples, who,-
by their decisions, shall insure stability to religion, and
fix the meaning of every portion of the law, contained in
the Wini, the Thoots, and the Abidama. I am, as it were,
bound to watch over the religion of Buddha because of
the peculiar 'predilection he lias ever shown to me. On
one occasion I walked with Buddha the distance of three
gawots; during that time he preached to me, and at the
end of the instruction we made an exchange of our
tsiwarans, and I put on his own. He said: e Kathaba is
like the moon: three times he has obtained the inherit-
ance of the law. His affection to my person, his zeal
for my religion, have never been equalled. After my de-
mise, it will behove him to stem the current of evil, to
humble the wicked, arid condemn their false teachings as
subversive of the genuine doctrine. With such energetic
means, my religion shall remain pure and imdefiled, and its
tenets shall not be lost and drowned in the midst of the
raging waves of errors.1 Therefore," said the great disciple,
" I will hold an assembly of all the disciples, for the pro-
motion and exaltation of the holy religion.'* This design
Kathaba kept perfectly secret, and made known to no one.
At that time, four of the ablest Malla princes, having
washed their heads, and each put on a fine new dress,
tried to set fire to the funeral pile, made of sandal and
other odoriferous woods, and one hundred and twenty
cubits high. Their efforts proving useless, all the other
princes joined them, in the hope that, by their united
exertions, they would be able to set fire to the pile. .Fans
made of palm-leaves were vigorously agitated over the
heap of coals; bellows made of leather blew in the same
direction; but all the efforts were of no avail. The
princes, surprised and disheartened, consulted Anoorouda
as to the cause of such a disappointment. Anoorouda
said to them, that the Nats did not approve of their pro-
ceedings ; they wished that the great Kathaba should
arrive and venerate the corpse, ere it be consumed by fire.